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Creating a brighter
future in Communication

PRESS RELEASE

Gambia Telecommunications Company Limited has signed the Construction and
Maintenance Agreement of the Africa Coast to Europe (ACE) Submarine Cable
Project on Saturday 5" June 2010 in Paris, France. The Signing Ceremony of this
significant development in our telecommunication sector was attended by the
Minister of Information and Communication Infrastructure, Minister of Higher
Education and Research, His Excellency the Gambian Ambassador to France, the
Managing Director of Gamtel, some senior officials of Gamtel and the Ministry of
Information and Communication Infrastructure.

This signing is yet another milestone in the efforts of Government and Gamtel to
transform, modernise and expand the telecommunication infrastructure in The
Gambia. The ACE project, which is expected to be completed in July 2012, will
provide the country direct access to a submarine cable through a landing point at a
cost of $25 million. The ACE consortium has nineteen (19) members from twenty-
three (23) and mostly telecommunication operators from Africa and Europe. The
submarine system will stretch from France to South Africa and will provide direct
connectivity to the 23 countries having landing station along the cable system.

This is a significant project, and will become a key driver in our social and economic
growth in line with Vision 2020. It will help increase our international bandwidth and
improve broadband connectivity.

Gamtel appreciates the role of the Government of The Gambia, including the support
from the Ministry of Finance but more importantly the commitment and determination
of His Excellency The President of The Republic of The Gambia, Dr Yahya A. J. J.
Jammeh. This have immensely contributed to the resolve of the Gamtel team to
participate intensively in the conceptualisation, designing and awarding of the
Contract to lay over 17,000 kilometres of the ACE submarine fibre optic cable.

Therefore, The Ministry of Information and Communication Infrastructure and Gamtel
want to take the opportunity to thank the President the entire Government for their
support and still implore their continued support in the realisation of this project.

Please find attached the Press Release issued by the ACE consortium:






